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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is the initial office action based on 10/551,078 application filed on 1 1/21/2005. 
The application is a 371 of PCT/GB05/0341 1 on 9/5/2005 and claims the benefit of 
provisional application 60/624,218 on 1 1/2/2004. Claims 1-9, as originally filed, are 
currently pending and have been considered below. Claims 1 and 7-9 are independent 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 6: 

The language of the claims raise a question as to whether the claims are directed 
merely to an abstract idea that would not result in a practical application producing a 
concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 

In summary, Claim 6 recites a "system" comprising "a window display module" 
(see Line 3), "priority assignment module" (see Line 6), "focus assignment module" (see 
Line 8), and "active window designation" (see Line 12). Each of these elements of the 
"system" are software per se in that none of these elements comprise computer 
hardware. Thus, the "system" recited in Claim 8 is not within a statutory class as 
defined in 35 U.S.C. 101 (i.e., a "process," a "machine," a "manufacture" or a 
"composition of matter"). 

Accordingly, Claim 6 fails to recite statutory subject matter as defined in 35 
U.S.C. 101. 



Claims 7-10: 

Dependent claims: 
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Claims 7-10 merely recite further definitions of the elements recited in Claim 6 or 
additional functions performed by the "system" of Claim 6. Thus, the "system" recited in 
Claims 7-10 is not within a statutory class as defined in 35 U.S.C. 101 {i.e., a "process," 
a "machine," a "manufacture" or a "composition of matter"). 

Accordingly, Claims 7-10 fail to recite statutory subject matter as defined in 35 
U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jaaskelainen (US 6002397; Patent Issue Date: Dec 14, 1999; hereafter Jaaskelainen). 

Claim 1: 

Jaaskelainen teaches a method for managing windows in a window-based display 
system, the method comprising: providing a plurality of windows, each window 
being associated with an application, at least one of the plurality of windows 
being able to accept focus; (Fig 2A - 2D -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that 
displays multiple windows of applications that can be activated.) 

assigning, to each one of the plurality of windows being able to accept focus, a 
focus priority; (Fig 3 and Fig 7 -» Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays 
multiple windows of applications that is assigned priority.) 
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assigning focus to exactly one window at any time by choosing, from among the 
at least one of the plurality of windows able to accept focus, a window having a 
highest focus priority of the windows able to accept focus; (Fig 2A - 2D, Fig 3 and 

Fig 7 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications 
that is assigned priority that can be activated by selection.) 

and designating the chosen window as an active window. (Fig 2A - 2D -> 
Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications that can 
be activated.) 

Claim 2: 

Jaaskelainen teaches the method further comprising: maintaining an ordered list, 
in order of focus priority, of the at least one of the plurality of windows which is 
able to accept focus, giving preference within any one focus priority to one or 
more windows which have requested focus. (Fig 3 and Fig 7 -> Jaaskelainen 
teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications that is assigned priority. 
Fig 3, item 153 h> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of 
applications that is listed in a table in priority.) 

Claim 3: 

Jaaskelainen teaches the method according wherein the assigning focus is 
performed by assigning focus based on the order of the ordered list. (Fig 3, item 
153 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications 
that is listed in a table in priority.) 
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Claim 4: 

Jaaskelainen teaches the method further comprising: upon occurrence of an event 
which causes the active window to become non-active, performing the assigning 
focus to exactly one window, thus designating a new active window. (Col 1 , lines 
34.37 _> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that minimizes and closes windows in order to 
change the focus of the interface.) 

Claim 5: 

Jaaskelainen teaches the method wherein the event which causes the active 
window to become non-active comprises at least one of the following: closing of 
the active window; (Col 1 , lines 34-37 -» Jaaskelainen teaches a system that 
minimizes and closes windows in order to change the focus of the interface.) 

and the active window becoming hidden. (Col 1 , lines 34-37 -» Jaaskelainen teaches 
a system that minimizes and closes windows in order to change the focus of the 
interface.) 

Claim 6: 

Jaaskelainen teaches a window-based display system for managing windows, 
comprising: a window display module to provide a plurality of windows, each 
window being associated with an application, at least one of the plurality of 
windows being able to accept focus; (Fig 2A - 2D -» Jaaskelainen teaches a system 
that displays multiple windows of applications that can be activated.) 

a priority assignment module to assign, to each one of the plurality of windows 
being able to accept focus, a focus priority; (Fig 3 and Fig 7 -> Jaaskelainen 
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teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications that is assigned 
priority.) 

a focus assignment module to assign focus to exactly one window at any time by 
choosing, from among the at least one of the plurality of windows able to accept 
focus, a window having a highest focus priority of the windows able to accept 
focus; (Fig 2A - 2D, Fig 3 and Fig 7 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays 
multiple windows of applications that is assigned priority that can be activated by 
selection.) 

and an active window designation module to designate the chosen window as an 
active window, (Fig 2A - 2D -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple 
windows of applications that can be activated.) 

wherein the window display module, the priority assignment module, the focus 
assignment module and the active window designation module are operationally 
associated with each other. (Fig 2A - 2D, Fig 3 and Fig 7 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a 
system that displays multiple windows of applications that is assigned priority that can 
be activated by selection.) 

Claim 7: 

Claim 7 corresponds to claim 2. 
Claim 8: 

Claim 8 corresponds to claim 3. 
Claim 9: 

Claim 9 corresponds to claim 4. 
Claim 10: 
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Claim 10 corresponds to claim 5. 
Claim 11: 

Claim 1 1 corresponds to claim 1 . 
Claim 12: 

Claim 12 corresponds to claim 2. 
Claim 13: 

Claim 13 corresponds to claim 3. 
Claim 14: 

Claim 14 corresponds to claim 4. 
Claim 15: 

Claim 15 corresponds to claim 5. 
Claim 16: 

Jaaskelainen teaches a method for managing windows in a window-based display 
system, the method comprising: providing a plurality of windows, each window 
being associated with an application, at least one of the plurality of windows 
being able to accept focus; (Fig 2A - 2D -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that 
displays multiple windows of applications that can be activated.) 



assigning, to each one of the plurality of windows, a focus priority; (Fig 3 and Fig 
7 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications that 
is assigned priority.) 
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maintaining an ordered list, in order of focus priority, of the at least one of the 
plurality of windows which is able to accept focus, giving preference within any 
one focus priority to one or more windows which have requested focus; (Fig 3 
and Fig 7 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of 
applications that is assigned priority. Fig 3, item 153 -> Jaaskelainen teaches a system 
that displays multiple windows of applications that is listed in a table in priority.) 

and assigning focus to exactly one window at any time by choosing, from among 
the at least one of the plurality of windows which is able to accept focus, a 
window having the highest focus priority (Fig 2A- 2D, Fig 3 and Fig 7 -» 

Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications that is 
assigned priority that can be activated by selection.) 

and designating the chosen window as an active window. (Fig 2A - 2D -> 
Jaaskelainen teaches a system that displays multiple windows of applications that can 
be activated.) 

Claim 17: 

Claim 17 corresponds to claim 4. 
Claim 18: 

Claim 18 corresponds to claim 5. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Soumya Dasgupta whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7432. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9am-7pm, F 9am-1pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SD 



I (Doug Mutton/ 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



